Acknowledgements

The preparation of this handbook began in earnest in the early 1990's
by the AOSA Tetrazolium Subcommittee members
who compiled the information.

Major contributors include:

Stan Akagi
Barbara Atkins
Charles Baskin

Bill Ebener

Amy Ferry

Mike Gill
Susana Goggi
Tim Gutormson
Jane Hall
Philena Heckert
Kristi Huber
Mering Hurd
Gary Johnson
Bill Lanham
Annette Miller
Marilyn Milhous
Jack Peters
Nancy Shaw
Marian Stephenson
Victor Vankus
Nancy Vivrette

The following pages of tetrazolium testing principles and procedures (by plant family) represent the combined work and
collaborative effort of many seed analysts of the Association of Official Seed Analysts and the Society of Commercial
Seed Technologists. | extend a sincere debt of gratitude to all those individuals, seed laboratories, and seed companies
who contributed to this effort.

Thank you.
Jack Peters, Editor

Purchase books directly from:

Association of Official Seed Analysts, Inc.
201 N 8th St., Suite 400

P.O. Box 81152

Lincoln, NE 68501-1152

(402) 476-3852 (phone) (402) 476-6547 (Fax)
aosa@assocoffice.net (Email)
www.aosaseed.com

Direct your questions or comments about the contents of this handbook to the AOSA Tetrazolium Subcommittee
(members listed on the AOSA website) or the appropriate laboratory references listed for each family. Newly revised

pages and procedures for submitting changes and additions are also available at www.aosaseed.com

\'
2001



PREFACE

This handbook has been the result of several years of collaboration by many seed analysts in the Society of
Commercial Seed Technologists and the Association of Official Seed Analysts. Many are listed in the
acknowledgements. Whileit hastaken many yearsto devel op this edition, the handbook is by no means compl ete.
Additional procedures for plant families not listed in this handbook may be added in future editions.

Theintent of the handbook isto offer guidelines and methodologies in tetrazolium testing. The ultimate goal is
to provide uniformity intetrazolium seed testing, with regard to proceduresand TZ staining evaluation. |llustrations
in the handbook are used to describe seed/embryo morphol ogy, preparation/cutting techniques, and TZ staining
patterns. A bibliography at the end of the handbook lists references associated with tetrazolium seed testing.

The handbook’s notebook format is intended to encourage further refinement and experimentation with the TZ
methods and techniques. Ample space for notes allows analysts to personalize the instructions. Part Il is
unpaginated to allow easy updates and additions of plant family procedures. It is the committee's hope that
analysts will continue to share experiences and improve the handbook by submitting suggested changes to the
committee. Periodic additions and changes are the best way to ensure that the handbook will continue to meet
the needs of analysts.

Furrows be glad, though earth is bare —
onemore seed is planted there.

Give up your strength the seed to nourish —
that in course the flower may flourish.

Besancon Carol
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