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PREFACE

This handbook has been the result of several years of collaboration by many seed analysts in the Society of
Commercial Seed Technologists and the Association of Official Seed Analysts. Many are listed in the
acknowledgements. While it has taken many years to develop this edition, the handbook is by no means complete.
Additional procedures for plant families not listed in this handbook may be added in future editions.

The intent of the handbook is to offer guidelines and methodologies in tetrazolium testing. The ultimate goal is to
provide uniformity in tetrazolium seed testing, with regard to procedures and TZ staining evaluation. Illustrations
in the handbook are used to describe seed/embryo morphology, preparation/cutting techniques, and TZ staining
patterns. A bibliography at the end of the handbook lists references associated with tetrazolium seed testing.

The handbook’s notebook format is intended to encourage further refinement and experimentation with the TZ
methods and techniques. Ample space for notes allows analysts to personalize the instructions. Part II is unpaginated
to allow easy updates and additions of plant family procedures. It is the committee’s hope that analysts will
continue to share experiences and improve the handbook by submitting suggested changes to the committee.
Periodic additions and changes are the best way to ensure that the handbook will continue to meet the needs of
analysts.

Furrows be glad, though earth is bare —
one more seed is planted there.

Give up your strength the seed to nourish —
that in course the flower may flourish.

Besangon Carol



